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INNOvating policy instruments for preservation, 

transformation and exploitation of heritage CASTLEs, 
manors and estates 

 

 

Study Visit Gelderland, The Netherlands 
25-28 June 2019 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 



 
2 | Innocastle ǐ June 2019 ǐ Gelderland 

 

Rosendael castle, Rozendaal. Photo: Erwin Zijlstra. 
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Programme Summary 
 
25-28 June 2019 
 

TUESDAY 25 JUNE 2019 

¶ Check in at own hotel/ B&B 

¶ 18.15-21.00: Pre-dinner drinks and dinner at Momento restaurant  
 

WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE 2019 

¶ 8.45-10.15: Steering group meeting 

¶ 10.30-18.00: Grand Tour with visit to Middachten, Reuversweerd, 

Hackfort and De Wiersse. 

¶ 18.00-20.00: Dinner at De Wiersse 
 
THURSDAY 27 JUNE 2019 

¶ 11.00-17.30: International symposium at Villa Sonsbeek, Arnhem 

¶ 19.00-21.00: Dinner at Café Verheyden, Arnhem 
 

FRIDAY 28 JUNE 2019 

¶ 8.45-9.45: Cycle tour from Arnhem to Rozendaal (6 km) 

¶ 10.00-13.00: Thematic seminar at Rosendael castle 

¶ 13.00-14.00: Cycle tour from Rozendaal to Arnhem (6 km) 

 
 
If needed you can phone Elyze Storms-Smeets: 0031-6-18900463 
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Map of Gelderland with country estates visited during study visit.  
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Map of Arnhem with study visit locations.  



 
6 | Innocastle ǐ June 2019 ǐ Gelderland 

 

TUESDAY 25 JUNE 2019 

 
Afternoon  
Partners and stakeholders arrive in Arnhem. Check in at hotel or B&B 

they have booked. 
 
18.15 Pre-dinner drinks at Momento restaurant   

 Partner and stakeholder introductions 
Location: Momento is situated in Rozet building, Oude Oeverstraat 98, 
6811 JZ, Arnhem.  Tel: 0031-26-7600300; www.momento-arnhem.nl/ 

 
19.00 Dinner at Momento restaurant 
 

  

http://www.momento-arnhem.nl/
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WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE 2019 

 
8.45-10.00: Steering group meeting 5 
House of Province of Gelderland, Markt 11, 6811 CG Arnhem 

 
08.45 Welcome with coffee 
 

09.00 Presentation - reporting semester 2 - management, financial,  
communication 
 

09.30 Baseline survey & good practices selection  
 
10.00 Next steps over the summer 

 
10.15 End, walk to the bus 
 

10.30-17.30: Grand Tour, guided by Elyze Storms-Smeets 
 
10.30 Departure from House of Province.  

Bus tour via various estates: Bronbeek, Angerenstein, Daalhuijzen, 
Rosendael, Posbank, Rhederoord, Middachten. Explanation in bus. 
 

11.00 Arrival at Middachten estate, owned by Zu Ortenburg family. 
Landgoed Middachten 3, 6994 JC De Steeg, www.middachten.nl  
Guided tour through the gardens with Municipality of Rheden (Marjolein 

Sanderman) and a Middachten volunteer. One of the issues we will 
discuss is the cooperation between private owners and governments. NB: 
owner Franz zu Ortenburg and estate manager Age Fennema will be 
present at the symposium on 27 June. 

 
12.30  Lunch in bus 
 

13.00 Arrival at Reuversweerd estate, owned by Fred Janssen 
Piepenbeltweg 5, 6971 JH Brummen.  
Welcome by owner Fred Janssen and advisor Jos van der Zanden 

Tour through house and park. Restoration with sustainable solutions, 
after long period of desolation (since WWII). We will discuss about quality 
in restoration, involvement of students and vocational trainees 

https://visitbrummen-eerbeek.nl/landgoed-reuversweerd/ 
 
14.30 Departure. Tour via Zutphen and Vorden 

http://www.middachten.nl/
https://visitbrummen-eerbeek.nl/landgoed-reuversweerd/
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15.00 Arrival at Hackfort, coffee/ tea with cake.  

Baakseweg 6, 7251 RH Vorden 
www.natuurmonumenten.nl/natuurgebieden/landgoed-hackfort 
Welcome by manager Udo Hassefras. 

 
15.30 Guided tour at Hackfort, owned by Dutch Society for Nature 
Conservation (Natuurmonumenten).  

Issues of new functions, heritage tourism, quality in restoration (buildings 
and landscape), volunteers. 
 

16.30 Departure 
 
16.45 Arrival at De Wiersse, owned by Gatacre family.  

Wiersserallee 9, 7251 LH Vorden 
www.dewiersse.com/  
Tour through De Wiersse gardens and estate. Issues of historic park 

management, climate adaptation, water control. 
 
18.00 Dinner at De Wiersse  

 
20.00 Return to Arnhem 
 

21.00 Arrive in Arnhem 
 

 
De Wiersse estate, Vorden. Photo: Hielkje Zijlstra, TU Delft. 

  

http://www.natuurmonumenten.nl/natuurgebieden/landgoed-hackfort
http://www.dewiersse.com/
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THURSDAY 27 JUNE 2019 

 
9.00  Opportunity to look around Arnhem 
 

 
Villa Sonsbeek is the location for the symposium. Photo: Erwin Zijlstra. 

 

Symposium for European partners and Dutch stakeholders  
Villa Sonsbeek, Tellegenlaan 3, 6814 BT Arnhem 
 

11.00 Arrival and registration 
 
11.20 Welcome and opening by chair Jeanine Perryck, Gelderland 

Trust/ Geldersch Landschap and Kasteelen 
 
11.25 Introduction óInnocastleô by Paul Thissen, Province of 

Gelderland, and short introduction film  
 
11.40 Historic country houses and landed estates as a regional quality, 

by dr. Elyze Storms-Smeets, country house expert of Gelders 
Genootschap (Gelderland Society) 
 

11.55 Brief on afternoon programme 
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12.00 Lunch with poster presentations 
Several partners from Gelderland are present to tell more about their 
work, experiences and goals in the field of conservation and development 

of castles, country houses and landed estates: 

¶ Local country house partnership Bronckhorster Kroonjuwelen 
Beraad 

¶ Regional country house partnership Gelders Arcadia 

¶ Local policies of municipality of Voorst 

¶ Middachten, a working estate  

¶ Private landownership  

¶ Garden archaeology at Zypendaal estate  

¶ A regional approach to the historic interiors of country houses  

¶ A national network of castles, country houses and estates  
 
13.00 Working, talking, walking together. Going into depth in parallel 

work sessions. 
1. Workshop: Climate adaptation and landscape design (Steffen 
Nijhuis, TU Delft);  

2. Workshop: Heritage tourism and spatial quality (Ciska van der 
Genugten, Gelderland Trust);  
3. Workshop: Spatial fragmentation and multiple -ownership (Elyze 

Storms-Smeets and Sazya Zeefat, Gelderland Society); 
4. Workshop: Policy and the role of governments (Paul Thissen, 
Province of Gelderland, and Marlieke Damstra, Gelderland Society);  

5. Walk: Tourism and events at Sonsbeek estate  (park  manager 
Jeroen Glissenaar, Municipality of Arnhem);  
6. Walk: Public country estates in Arnhem  (Simon Klingen, chairman 

of the Advisory Group Sonsbeek, Zypendaal and Gulden Bodem estates ) 
 
14.30 Gathering together. Short tea break 

 
15.00 Province of Gelderland and Innocastle, by Paul Stein, on behalf 
of the provincial deputy. 

 
15.10 Lessons learned from working together ï plenary feedback from 
workshops. 

 
16.00 Reflection by Eric Luiten, professor Landscape Architecture at 
TU Delft 
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16.15 An international reflection by Catherine Leonard, the National 

Trust and INTO (International National Trust Organisation, secretary-
general) 
 

16.30 Questions and discussions 
 
16.45 Networking drinks 

 
17.30 End of symposium 
 

 
Innocastle group only 
19.00  Evening dinner at Café Verheyden, Arnhem 

 Wezenstraat 6, 6811 CR Arnhem 
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FRIDAY 28 JUNE 2019: THEMATIC SEMINAR 

óA spatial approach for conservation and innovation at castles, 
country houses and estatesô 
 

8.45 Gather together outside House of Province 
 
9.00 Departure. Via Sonsbeek and Klarenbeek (cycling/ slow 

tourism!) 
 
9.45 Arrival at Rosendael estate, owned by the Gelderland Trust. 

 Rosendael 1, 6891 DA Rozendaal 
 https://rosendael.glk.nl/ 
 

Welcome by Jeanine Perryck, Gelderland Trust (www.glk.nl)  
 
Thematic seminar addressing the spatial approach chosen by 

Province of Gelderland in relation to heritage tourism, climate 
adaptation and spatial fragmentation. 
 

10.00 Presentation on spatial approach by Elyze Storms-Smeets 
 
10.20 Questions and discussion 

 
10.40 Short presentations (5 minutes each) by the Partners and/ or 
stakeholders on working with a spatial approach at a local estate, 

addressing a challenge and/ or opportunity on each spatial level, 
including the role of the government at every level.  
 
11.00 Discussions moderated by Paul Thissen 

 
12.00 Closure of study visit by National Trust, with lunch 
 

13.00 Cycling back to House of Province 
 
Circa 14.00 Dropping off bikes; end of study visit 

 

https://rosendael.glk.nl/
http://www.glk.nl/
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A SPATIAL APPROACH 

For this project we use a spatial approach, analysing challenges/ 
opportunities/ stakeholders on various spatial levels:  
 

1. The country house or castle  as the main building, the core of 
the country or landed estate; 
 

2. The country or landed estate as a heritage ensemble  (including 
a country house or castle, side buildings, parklands, woodlands, 
farms, etc); 

 
3. The country or landed estate as a part of a wider cultural 

landscape (including neighbouring country and landed estates, 

villages, etc.); 
 

4. A region or regional zone to which the country/ landed estate 

belongs to.  
 
 
 

  

Heritage 

ensemble  
 

Cultural 
landscape  
 

Region or  

regional 
zone  

 

 
Country house  

or castle  
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Study Visit Locations 
The Dutch province of Gelderland is known for its many castles, country 
houses and estates. During the Study Visit we will visit various historic 

castles and estates, owned and managed in differing ways.  
 
Middachten 

The first mention of Middachten appears in the year 1190, and although 
the castle dates from the early Middle Ages, the house in its present form 
was built towards the end of the 17th century and still includes some 

medieval parts. Middachten is unique in that it is still a real, working 
estate of circa 1000 hectares. Besides the castle, park and gardens, the 
estate also includes farms, woods and agricultural land. Middachten has 

never been sold but has always passed from one generation to another. 
As a result of this, the interior of the castle is complete and still has many 
of the original household effects, including a large collection of portraits 

and much 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th century furniture. The castle also has 
the original cupboards filled with collections of china, silver and glass -
wear, and antique linen. The management of the estate is in the hands of 

the 25th Lord of Middachten, Count zu Ortenburg. 
 

 
Middachten. Photo by Ad van Beurden. 


